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       April 29, 2020 
 
 
Superintendent Olson Provides Further Distance Learning Guidance, a New Survey, and 
Answers to FAQ 
 

Good morning, 

Before I jump into some very important communication for the rest of the school year, I need to 
give another shout out to the Monticello Education Connection group and to this entire 
community for a successful book drive last week. I thank everyone for donating thousands of 
books. These books have been sitting for 5 days and are safe for pickup. Please stop by any of 
the schools today (4/29) and Friday (5/1) during lunch pickup (11-12:30). Each family can select 
up to 10 books! 

As we have all had some time to process the news that we won’t be coming back to our 
buildings this school year, I’d like to take this opportunity to provide some clarity and guidance 
for the remainder of this school year. I also want to gather more information from each of you, 
so that we continue to adapt and evolve the way we reach our students over this final month. 

First off, I want to acknowledge that we still don’t have every answer. With Governor Walz giving 
us May 1 and May 4 as no-school days, we plan to use those not just for teachers to prepare for 
the rest of the year but for us to prepare from a district standpoint as well. We know that the 
same-old, same-old simply will not work to successfully reach all of our students through the 
remainder of this school year. Attention retention is only going to get more difficult, both for our 
teachers and on the home front, as the weather grows warmer and the sunshine beckons. 
Because of that, we are meeting daily to develop innovative ways to keep kids engaged, while 
also providing a variation on the fun activities that our students are used to enjoying as the 
school year winds down. 

It is our plan to roll out detailed calendars at each building level the week of May 4-8. These 
calendars will provide guidance and set expectations for both families and staff for the 
remainder of the school year. We also hope they generate some excitement among students 
and give our kids plenty to look forward to as we look to finish the year strong. 

While we are looking to evolve and grow many of the things we do, there are other plans and 
programs that have proven successful (and necessary) and will stay in place for the remainder 
of this school year. We will continue to provide meals to students and school-age child care for 
emergency workers needing it. A variety of district and community resources are also available 
to families from emotional and behavioral supports to technology supports. Visit our COVID-19 
page for details on these topics and a number of others. 
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I also want to use this week’s communication to provide families with some more answers to a 
few frequently asked questions. I’ll put them in writing so families can hang on to them for easy 
access. Please see below for more. 

Lastly, if you could, please take a few minutes and complete this distance learning survey. With 
distance learning being officially extended, we wanted to take this opportunity to gather 
information that will help us create plans for a great final month. 

Thank you for taking the time to help us out, and thank you for your continued partnership. Have 
a great rest of the week! 

Sincerely, 

 

Superintendent Eric Olson 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

How will grading be done during distance learning? 

It is important to the district to maximize student achievement and encourage participation 
during distance learning while also holding students harmless for a change in performance 
based off possible inequities created by distance learning. The district is reviewing options and 
will communicate regarding the policy once proposals are finalized. In the meantime, we will 
continue to assess school work to emphasize the importance of hanging in there and doing your 
best. 

Are all activities canceled? 

Spring high school sports and activities have officially been canceled by Minnesota State High 
School League. Cancelations continue to remain in effect for all before- and after-school 
activities as well as facility rentals. 

What about graduation? 

ISD 882 is working with MHS administration to create a graduation celebration that complies 
with the realities of our world today while also giving students a meaningful send-off. Please see 
this letter from MHS administration for more.  

Does the cancelation include summer school? 

The district is working with the Minnesota Department of Education on summer school 
programming and is currently reviewing options. We are even exploring opportunities to extend 
our programming as a potential boost to all students that may feel they need a little more time to 
prepare for the next school year. Plans will be shared with families once finalized. 
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There are still belongings of mine at school, how do I get them? 

Each school has established a time for picking up remaining personal belongings, including 
medication, this month. This begins as soon as May 5, 6, and 7. If you missed that 
communication, please visit your child’s school website to find your times. 

Will fees be reimbursed? 

Yes. The ISD 882 finance department is coordinating the refund of fees. Refunds will be paid by 
check and sent to parent/guardians’ homes via U.S. mail. 

Meals: For students in Pre-K through Grade 11, unused lunch balances will remain in student 
accounts until utilized. If a refund is preferred, please reach out to the child nutrition department 
at 763-272-3047. Seniors will be communicated with seperately regarding the plan for their 
account. 

Athletics and activities: Due to complexities in athletic and activity fees, a plan for each 
activity is being developed and will be communicated when available.  

Magic Adventures school-age care and Community Education classes: Community 
Education has been contacting participants individually since school and programs were 
canceled in March. Participants have been able to choose to receive credits on account or 
refunds. Credits on account may be applied to future classes or activities through June 2021, 
and would help to keep Community Education stable during this unprecedented time. Our 
Community Education program values the relationships that we have built and hopes to 
continue to count on the support of our community in the future. 

Families with Magic Adventures child care contracts for the 2019-20 school-year will be 
canceled automatically, and families will not be billed for care the remainder of the school year. 

Will meals continue to be distributed? 

Meals will continue to be offered to school-age children through the end of the school year.  

Will District Emergency Child Care continue? 

District Emergency Child Care will continue to be offered for Tier 1 and 2 workers as directed by 
the state order, which is currently until the end of the school year. 

What about Magic Adventures school-age care scheduled for this summer? 

Magic Adventures has not yet received guidance from the state in regard to if and how schools 
may offer summer programming, however, our team continues to develop plans to offer summer 
child care dependent upon state health guidelines and direction from the Minnesota 
departments of education (MDE) and health (MDH), and the U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) regarding COVID-19. Future details will be shared as they are decided 
upon and made available. 

Are other summer Community Education programs canceled? 

The safety of our community is our top priority. At this time, Community Education will only be 
offering virtual classes and take-home projects through the remainder of the school year. Please 
visit their website to learn more about their offerings, which will be increasing in the coming 
week. 
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We will continue to monitor guidance from the Minnesota departments of education (MDE) and 
health (MDH), and the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to determine if 
and how we can continue to offer limited online and/or outdoor programming over the summer 
months. 

Can students, families and community members utilize district facilities during this 
school closure extension? 

District facilities are closed and cannot be rented at this time. 

Any activity on school property is not district sanctioned or supervised, other than emergency 
child care, student meals, learning materials distribution and the operational support of these 
activities. 

Playgrounds, specifically, are closed entirely to the public. 

I haven’t registered my soon-to-be kindergartener for the 2020-21 school year. How do I 
go about doing that? 

Kindergarten online registration is open for the 2020-21 school year.  

Please visit our website to learn more and to register. 

What about next school year, 2020-21? 

Currently, Monticello School District is planning for in-person learning to resume next fall. This 
situation could change depending on direction from the State of Minnesota. We will 
communicate with families as plans are finalized and/or as any new information becomes 
available. 
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